il8                GOOD OF THE SPECIES

cried. "Why do you not say the Good? I can't
understand this talk of me and thee, our Good, and
their Good, as if there were as many Goods as there
are people."

"Well," I said, "the distinction, after all, was
introduced by Parry, who said that we ought to aim
at the Good of a future generation. Still, I admit
that I was getting a little unhappy myself at the
kind of language into which I was betrayed. But
what I want to say is this: So far as it is true at
all that it is good to labour for future generations,
goodness consists in the activity of so labouring, as
much, at least, as in the result produced in those
for whose sake the labour is. That, at least, is the
only way in which I can find the position reasonable
at all."

" I don't see it," said Parry, and was preparing
to re-state his position, when Wilson suddenly
intervened with a new train of thought.

" The fact is," he said, " you have begun altogether
at the wrong end."

" I daresay," I said, "I can't find the end; it's all
such a coil."

"Well," he said, "this is where I believe the
trouble came in. You started with the idea that
the Good must be good for individuals ; and that
was sure to land you in confusion."

" What then is your idea ? " I asked.

"Why," he said, "as you might expect from a
biologist, I regard everything from the point of view
of the species."

At this I saw Ellis sit up and prepare for an
encounter.